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DR. THOMAS S. SMITH, SR.

ADDRESS:  4495 Hathern Drive, Pineville, Louisiana  71360


Phone:  248-476-3765






E-Mail:  docsmith618@yahoo.com


EDUCATION:
2005   Doctor of Philosophy, University of New Orleans

           Curriculum and Instruction, Emphasis in Adult Education Curriculum Specialist
           Dissertation:  An Examination of the Perceptions of Louisiana Technical College

           Traditional and Non-Traditional Students and Faculty Regarding Effective

           Teaching Behaviors in Office Systems Technology Programs
1994   Master of Arts, Louisiana State University

           History, Emphasis in American History (Teaching Alternative)

1977   Master of Education, Louisiana State University
           Education, Emphasis in School Administration

1971   Bachelor of Arts, University of Louisiana—Monroe 

           Education, Emphasis in Social Studies (major) and English (minor)
48 Additional Graduate Hours (primarily in education) from Louisiana State University 

           and Northwestern State University of Louisiana

AREAS OF EXPERTISE OR SPECIALTY:  Education, Social Studies, Grant Writing, English Grammar/Literature, and Writing
COURSES TAUGHT:  
Northwestern State University of Louisiana

History 2010—American History to 1865

History 2020—American History from 1865


Education 2020—Foundations of Multicultural Education

Louisiana State University at Alexandria


History 1003—Western Civilization II

History 2055—American History to 1865


History 2057—American History from 1865

Central Texas College

History 2311—Western Civilization I

Macomb Community College


History 1500—Western Civilization I

History 1600—Western Civilization II

Baker College of Clinton Township


Geography 101—The West
University of Phoenix (Metro Detroit:  Southfield and Livonia)


History 110—American History to 1865

Baker College of Auburn Hills

Geography 101—The West


Geography 102—Third World

History 201—American History to 1865


History 202—American History After 1865


History 231—Michigan History


History 311—Social Studies Foundations


History 331—European History I


History 332—European History II


History 351—World History I


History 352—World History II


History 354—World History IV


History 411—Emerging Nations


History 421—World History Since 1945


History 491—Senior Seminar:  History and Social Studies


Education 200—Introduction to Professional Experiences

Education 441—Classroom Management

Education 445—Educational Foundations

Education 461—Theory & Techniques of Instruction:  Math

Education 462—Theory & Techniques of Instruction:  English

Education 464—Theory & Techniques of Instruction:  Social Studies


Education 481—Directed Teaching I (College Supervisor of Student Teachers)

Education 482—Directed Teaching II (College Supervisor of Student Teachers)
Education 491/492—Student Teacher Seminar


Psychology 231R—Industrial/Organizational Psychology
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:


Louisiana Public School Certification

Social Studies


Supervision
English


Supervision of Student Teachers
Administration

Positions Held

Grant Writer Consultant for Baker College of Auburn Hills—2015 to 2016
Adjunct History, Education, Psychology Instructor for Baker College of Auburn  

    
 Hills—2015 to 2016
Full-Time Education Faculty and Adjunct History Faculty, Baker College of Auburn
 Hills, 2007 to 2014

Faculty Practitioner/Instructor of History for University of Phoenix (Metro Detroit

Campuses at Livonia and Southfield)—2006 to 2007
College Supervisor of Student Teachers for Baker College of Auburn Hills—2006 to 


2008
Adjunct History, Geography, and Education Instructor for Baker College of Auburn

Hills—2005 to 2007
Adjunct Western Civilization Instructor for Macomb Community College—2005 to

2006

English/Social Studies Resource Teacher/Grants Coordinator, Avoyelles Parish School

 Board—2000 to 2004

Adjunct Western Civilization and American History Instructor for Louisiana State

University at Alexandria—2000-2004

Adjunct American History and Education Instructor for Northwestern State University—

1996-2004

Grant Proposal (8g) Reader for Louisiana State Department of Education—2002, 2003

Rapides Foundation Education Consultant—2000-01

Adjunct Western Civilization History Instructor for Central Texas College (Extension


Campus at Grand Casino Marksville)—1999

Assistant Principal at Riverside Elementary School—1998-2000

Interim Principal at Bunkie Middle School—1997-98

Assistant Principal at Riverside Elementary School—1989-97

Assistant Principal/American History Teacher at Bunkie High School—1988-89

Principal at Lafargue High School—1987-88 (Court-order consolidation reduced the


number of principals and schools in Avoyelles Parish.)

Assistant Principal/English and Social Studies Teacher at Hessmer High 


School—1979-87

Acting Principal at Hessmer High School—July 1986

Acting Assistant Principal at Hessmer High School—Spring 1977

English and Social Studies Teacher at Hessmer High School—1971-87

American History/Civics/Free Enterprise Summer High School Teacher—1981

English Summer High School Teacher—1976 and 1979

Creative Writing Teacher—Summer Arts Program—1984

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS/OFFICES HELD:
National Education Association—retired (lifetime)
Louisiana Association of Educators—retired 
Louisiana Historical Association (lifetime)
Phi Kappa Phi (lifetime)

President of Avoyelles Retired Teachers Association, 2025 -

Member of Avoyelles Parish School District Rapides Foundation Educators Leadership

Institute (ELI) Team—2002-2003 and 2003-2004

Member of the Rapides Foundation Educators Leadership Institute Advisory Panel—

2002-2003

Member of the Foundation for the Mid South Middle Start Grants Advisory Committee—


May 2001

Member of the Louisiana Historic Preservation Website Advisory Panel—2000-2004

Member of the Making Connections Advisory Panel (Louisiana Center for Educational


Technology)—2000-2001

Member of the LEADTech Project Oversight Team (Louisiana technology project for

 school principals and parish superintendents)—2000 
Member of the Planning Committee for LEADTech (Louisiana state technology project 


for school principals and parish superintendents)—2000

Member of the Steering Committee of Mid South Middle Start Initiative (Foundation for


the Mid South—Arkansas, Mississippi, and Louisiana) 1998-2000

Member of the Louisiana Middle School Association Executive Board of Directors,


1995-2001

Member of the Board of Directors of the Arts and Humanities Council of Avoyelles, 


1991-1994

Member of the Board of Directors of the Louisiana Writers Guild, 1985-1986

President of the Avoyelles Parish Assistant Principals’ Association, 1980-1982 and


1985-1986

President of the Avoyelles Association of Educators, 1978-1979

Vice President of the Avoyelles Teachers’ Association, 1977-1978

PUBLICATIONS/PRODUCTIONS:
“Avoyelleans at Vicksburg Siege,” book excerpt in Treasury of Louisiana Writers— 

Volume 2, Writers’ Guild of Acadiana, 2025
Cajun Macbeth, a play script, November, 2024, Kindle Direct Publishing
Cajun Macbeth, a Spectral Sisters Production in Alexandria, LA, (playwright), October,


2024.
A Pocket Book of Poesy, August, 2024, Kindle Direct Publishing
The O Suilleabhain Manuscripts II, August, 2024, Kindle Direct Publishing
The Paraprosdokian Shop, March, 2024, Kindle Direct Publishing
Cosmic Visitants, March, 2024, Kindle Direct Publishing
Just a Piece of Red String VII:  Realizations and Revelations, September, 2021, Kindle


Direct Publishing
Just a Piece of Red String VI:  Reconstruction and Reunion, October, 2020, Kindle Direct  
Publishing
The O Suilleabhain Manuscripts, June, 2020, Kindle Direct Publishing
Just a Piece of Red String V:  Collapse and Courage, April, 2020, Kindle Direct
Publishing

Just a Piece of Red String IV:  Destruction and Desolation, November, 2019, Kindle 

Direct Publishing
Just a Piece of Red String III:  Despair and Determination, September, 2019, Kindle


Direct Publishing

Just a Piece of Red String II:  Rebellion and Rectitude, May, 2019, Kindle Direct 

Publishing

Just a Piece of Red String:  Antebellum Voodoo and Vengeance, February, 2019, Kindle

Direct Publishing

"Why Your Business Needs to Understand--and Retain--Tacit Knowledge," essay (lead 
author Andrew Muniz, contributing authors Jim Conlen and Thomas Smith) in 
Crain's Detroit Business, December 3, 2015
“The Simile Tree,” concrete poem in Expressions 2010 (Baker College of Auburn Hills 

            Literary Magazine), Spring 2010
“The Secret Place,” short story in Expressions 2009 (Baker College of Auburn Hills


Literary Magazine), Spring 2009
“The Real Story of Jack and the Beanstalk,” short story in Expressions 2008 (Baker

College of Auburn Hills Literary Magazine), Spring 2008
“Miscarriage of Justice,” a short story in Expressions 2007 (Baker College of Auburn


Hills Literary Magazine), Spring 2007

“Mama’s Place,” a short story in Expressions 2006 (Baker College of Auburn Hills

Literary Magazine), Spring 2006

“A Madhouse Without Keepers,” an essay in Public Education, Democracy, and the


Common Good (Phi Delta Kappa Educational Foundation), 2004—refereed

“Star-Spangled Eyes,” a short poem in Trends and Issues (The Quarterly Publication of 


the Florida Council for the Social Studies), Spring 2001

“Triumph of Green-Eyes,” a short story in Critique Magazine, Summer 1999

An Avoyelles Political Barbecue—Gone Country/Western, a Moncla Community Theater


political grid-iron production (writer, director, cast), 1999
“A Closer Look,” an article in the Louisiana Middle School Association Journal On-Line,


Spring 1997—refereed 
“The Best Christmas Present,” an essay in the Baton Rouge Sunday Advocate Magazine, 


December 18, 1994, and in The Catahoula News Booster, December 24, 1997,


and in In His Keeping as “The Present,” 2002

“How Do You Know What It Means?,” an article in the Louisiana English Journal,


Spring 1994—refereed 
A Tribute to the USO, a Moncla Community Theater production (writer, cast), 1993

“This Father’s Treasures,” a short poem in In the West of Ireland, 1992

A Comedy Tonight—A Political Gumbo, a Moncla Community Theater production, 


(writer, director), 1991

“Desfosse House in Mansura Living History Project,” a middle school class production,


1991

“Recurring Evermore Manifestations,” a short poem in Edgar Allan Poe:  Poetic Mystery

in Celebration, 1990

“Blue-Eyed Fire,” a sonnet in Frost in Spring, 1989, and in ArtBeat, 1986

“Paige . . . Baby . . .,” a short poem in Celebrating T. S. Eliot, 1988

“Foil of Civilization,” a short story in Shock Treatment, 1988

“Soup and Sweet Dadee,” an essay in The Apple Blossom Connection, 1987

“After the Funeral,” a short poem in Ezra Pound in Memoriam, 1985 and ArtBeat, 1985

“Stadium of Youth,” a short poem in ArtBeat, 1985

“Tarquin’s Ravishing Stride,” a novella in Louisiana’s Literary Legacy, 1984

“Encounter,” a short story in Louisiana Anthology, 1982
PRESENTATIONS:

CONFERENCES

“Free Geek in the Motor City or How to Recycle for Fun and Profit,” Penguicon 2015, 


Southfield/Detroit, April 2015
“Fifty Shades of Laughter:  Engaging Kids with Classroom Humor,” Michigan 
Association of Gifted Children State Conference, Auburn Hills, MI, October 2013

“Fifty Shades of Laughter:  Using Humor to Engage Students,” Future Educators of

            America National Conference, Orlando, FL, April 2013

“Fifty Shades of Laughter:  Using Humor to Engage Students,” Michigan Association of


Middle School Educators State Conference, Dearborn, MI, March 2013

“United States Involvement in Vietnam:  Policy Formulation and Implementation,” 

Michigan Association of Middle School Educators State Conference, Warren, MI, March 2012

“I Teach; Therefore, I Am,” Panel Discussion at Marygrove College Diversity and 


Learning Conference, Detroit, March 2012

“United States Involvement in Vietnam:  Policy Formulation and Implementation,”


Michigan Council for the Social Studies, Lansing, MI, November 2011

“Personalizing Learner-Centered Instruction to the Classroom,” Baker College System
EDU/HUS Retreat, Owosso, MI, August 2011

“M&Ms:  Modeling and Metacognition in the Teacher Preparation Program,” Wayne
State University New Literacies Conference, Detroit, MI, August 2011

“Ellis Island—A Simulation,” Baker College System Student Teacher Conference,

Muskegon, MI, October 2010

“APPLE Works,” Lilly Conference—College and University Teaching and Learning,

Traverse City, MI, September 2010

“No Irish Need Apply,” Michigan Council for the Social Studies State Conference,


Mt. Pleasant, MI, November 2009
“The Many Voices of an Urban Summer Enrichment Program,” Michigan Council of


Teachers of English Autumn Assembly, Lansing, MI, October 2009
“Possibilities:  K-12 Students in a College Setting,” Michigan Council of Teachers of


English Spring Bright Ideas State Conference, East Lansing, MI, April 2009

“FDR and the Media,” Michigan Association of Middle School Educators’ State Spring

Conference, Saginaw, MI, March 2009

“I Am a Ford, Not a Lincoln,” Michigan Council for the Social Studies State Conference,
Grand Rapids, MI, February 2009

“Teaching Children from Poverty,” Baker College System Student Teacher Conference,

Auburn Hills, MI, August 2009

“Minding Your P’s and R’s,” Baker College System Student Teacher Conference, Flint,


MI, August 2008

“President Gerald Ford’s Speeches Designed to Restore Confidence in Government,”

Michigan Association of Middle School Educators’ State Spring Conference, Saline, MI, March 2008
“Basic Grant Writing,” Baker College of Auburn Hills Human Service Conference, 


Auburn Hills, MI, October 2008

Co-Presenter of “Mitakuye Oyasin,” National Association of Native American Studies 
National Conference, Baton Rouge, LA, February 2007

“Public Education and Democracy” Symposium Panel Member, Phi Delta Kappa

International Conference, Las Vegas, NV, October 2004

“Louisiana Studies in Historic Preservation:  A New Resource for Teachers,” Louisiana


Middle School Association State Spring Conference, Baton Rouge, LA,


April 2003

“Louisiana Studies in Historic Preservation:  A New Resource for Teachers,” Louisiana 


Council for the Social Studies State Fall Conference, Lafayette, LA,


December 2002

“Minding Your P’s and R’s,” Louisiana Middle School Association State Spring


Conference, Metairie, LA, April 2001

“United States Involvement in Vietnam,” Louisiana Middle School Association State


Spring Conference, Baton Rouge, LA, March 2000

“United States Involvement in Vietnam,” National Council for the Social Studies

National Conference, Orlando, FL, November 1999

“United States Involvement in Vietnam,” Louisiana Council for the Social Studies State


Fall Conference, Lafayette, LA, September 1999

“Overview of Mid South Middle Start,” Mid South Middle Start—A Regional 


Conference on Middle-Level Education Reform, Jackson, MS, July 1999

“President Franklin D. Roosevelt and the News Media,” Louisiana Middle School 


Association State Spring Conference, Lafayette, LA, March 1999

“President Franklin D. Roosevelt and the News Media,” Louisiana Council for the Social


Studies State Fall Conference, Metairie, LA, September 1998

“1968 Quote/Unquote:  In Their Own Words,” Louisiana Middle School Association 


State Spring Conference, Alexandria, LA, March 1998

“1968 Quote/Unquote:  In Their Own Words,” Louisiana Council for the Social Studies

State Fall Conference, Lafayette, LA, September 1997

“I’m Nobody!  Who Are You?—Historic Achievers:  Models for Me,” Louisiana


Special Education Super Conference 17, Baton Rouge, LA, March 1997
“President Gerald Ford’s Speeches Designed to Restore Confidence in Government,”


Louisiana Middle School Association State Spring Conference, Metairie, 


LA, March 1997

“President Gerald Ford’s Speeches Designed to Restore Confidence in Government,”


Louisiana Council for the Social Studies State Fall Conference, Baton Rouge,


LA, September 1996

“No Irish Need Apply,” Louisiana Middle School Association Spring Mini-Conference,


Natchitoches, LA, March 1996
“No Irish Need Apply,” Louisiana Council for the Social Studies State Fall Conference,


Lafayette, LA, October 1995

“United States Involvement in Vietnam,” Louisiana Middle School Association State


Spring Conference, Lafayette, LA, March 1995

“United States Involvement in Vietnam,” Louisiana Council for the Social Studies State


Fall Conference, Kenner, LA, October 1994

“Free Enterprise vs. Totalitarianism (Role-Playing Simulations),” Louisiana Middle


School Association State Spring Conference, Baton Rouge, LA, March 1994
“Free Enterprise vs. Totalitarianism (Role-Playing Simulations),” Louisiana Council


for the Social Studies State Fall Conference, Baton Rouge, LA, October 1993

DISTRICT AND SCHOOL LEVELS

“Social Studies Teachers Professional Development (Zachary Taylor and Contemporary

Germany),” Avoyelles Parish District Staff Development—High School and Middle School Teachers, November 2003.

“Social Studies Teachers Professional Development,” Avoyelles Parish District Staff 

Development—High and Middle School Teachers, September 2003

“ELA Constructed Response Test Items,” Riverside Elementary School Staff 


Development, February 2003

“ELA Constructed Response Test Items,” Bunkie Elementary School Staff Development,


January 2003

“ELA Constructed Response Test Items,” Avoyelles Parish District Staff Development—

Middle School, August 2002 
“Contemporary Germany,” Avoyelles Parish District Staff Development—Middle 

School, August 2002

“Grant Writing,” St. Mary’s Catholic School (Cottonport, LA) Staff Development,


March 2002

“Contemporary Germany,” St. Mary’s Catholic School (Cottonport, LA) Staff 


Development, April 2001

“Language Arts Content Area Study Group,” Riverside Elementary School Staff


Development, September 1999

“Contemporary Germany,” Bunkie Middle School Staff Development, November 


1997

“The Art of Following Directions,” Riverside Elementary School Staff Development,


November 1996

“Grappling with Grammar:  A Review for Teachers and Paraprofessionals,” Riverside


Elementary School Staff Development, May 1996

“Contemporary Germany,” Riverside Elementary School Staff Development,


January 1996

“Contemporary Germany,” Avoyelles Parish District Staff Development—High School,
Middle School, and Elementary School, October 1995

COLLEGE CAMPUS AND SYSTEM LEVELS

Presenter of “Fifty Shades of Laughter:  Using Humor to Engage Students,” Student-
Teacher Seminar, Rochester University Campus, Rochester, Michigan, April, 2022

Presenter of “Quality Teaching and Learning Tier II,” Faculty In-Service Spring Quarter

Auburn Hills Campus, March 2014

Presenter of “Quality Teaching and Learning Tier II,” Faculty In-Service Winter Quarter

Auburn Hills Campus, January 2014

Presenter of “Quality Teaching and Learning Tier II,” Faculty In-Service Fall Quarter

Auburn Hills Campus, September 2013
Presenter of “Quality Teaching and Learning Tier I,” Faculty In-Service Spring Quarter

Auburn Hills Campus, March 2013

Presenter of “Quality Teaching and Learning Tier I,” Faculty In-Service Winter Quarter

Auburn Hills Campus, January 2013

Presenter of “Quality Teaching and Learning Tier I,” Faculty In-Service Fall Quarter

Auburn Hills Campus, September 2012

Co-Presenter of “Quality Teaching and Learning Tier I, Tier II, and Tier III,” Baker

College System Academic Improvement Model for Effective Teaching and Learning, August 2012

Co-Presenter at Faculty In-Service at Baker College of Auburn Hills, Winter 2012

Co-Presenter at Faculty In-Service at Baker College of Auburn Hills, Fall 2011

Co-Presenter of “Generations,” Professional Development Module for New Faculty/Staff

at Baker College of Auburn Hills, April 2011

Co-Presenter of “Classroom Management,” Professional Development Module for New

Faculty/Staff at Baker College of Auburn Hills, April 2011

“Connecting with Students,” Professional Development Module for New Faculty/Staff at
Baker College of Auburn Hills, January 2011

“APPLE Works,” presentation to Baker College CAOs, Flint, December 2010
“Basic Grant Writing,” Baker College of Auburn Hills, May 2010
“Israeli-Palestinian Conflict” and “Grammar Demo Lesson,” Spring Faculty In-Service, 


Baker College of Auburn Hills, March 2010

“Grammar and Usage for Test-Taking,” Conlen’s Clinics, Baker College of Auburn Hills,


February 13 and 20, 2010
“First Class Session,” Winter Faculty In-Service, Baker College of Auburn Hills, January

 2010

Co-Presenter of “Connecting with Students,” Professional Development Module for New


Faculty/Staff at Baker College of Auburn Hills, January 2010

Co-Presenter of “Connecting with Students,” Professional Development Module for New


Faculty/Staff at Baker College of Auburn Hills, January 2009
“Basic Grant Writing,” Baker College of Auburn Hills, April 2009
“Basic Grant Writing,” Baker College of Auburn Hills Teacher Prep Club Workshop, 


November 2008 

“Basic Grant Writing,” Human Service Conference, Baker College of Auburn Hills,

 October 2008

Co-Presenter of “Active Teaching Strategies” and “Classroom Management,”

Professional Development Modules for New Faculty/Staff at Baker College of Auburn Hills, January and March, 2008
“Contemporary Germany,” Baker College of Auburn Hills in History 311 for Future


Teachers, February 2009, 2010, 2011
“Contemporary Germany,” Baker College of Auburn Hills in History 491 for Future


Teachers, February 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011
“Basic Grant Writing,” Baker College of Auburn Hills, November 2008
“Advanced Grant Writing,” Baker College of Auburn Hills, May 2007

“Basic Grant Writing,” Baker College of Auburn Hills, April 2007 
“Basic Grant Writing,” Baker College of Auburn Hills, March 2007
“HIS 491 Field Study Option Update,” Education and Social Science System Meetings of 

Baker College, Baker College in Flint, MI, January 2007

“Basic Grant Writing,” Baker College of Auburn Hills, November 2006
“HIS 491 Field Study Option,” Education and Social Science System Meetings of Baker


College, Baker College in Flint, MI, October 2006
BAKER COLLEGE CAMPUS/SYSTEM COMMITTEE WORK 
System TEAC Writing Committee—2012-2014
System Teacher Preparation Committee—quarterly meetings, on-going as full-time

faculty
Member of Campus Mock Interview Committee for Student Teachers—March annually

Volunteer for Twice-Annual Campus “Spirit Day”—on-going as full-time faculty
Various Campus Planning Committees—on-going as full-time faculty 

Faculty Sponsor of Teacher Prep Club—2007-2014
Full-Time Education Faculty Research Collaboration (Periodic Meetings), 2009-2011
Campus Mentor for New Adjunct Faculty—Summer and Fall Quarters 2011

System MTTC Committee—Spring and Summer 2011

System Effective Teaching and Learning Committee—2009-2013
Campus Non-Faculty Mentoring Committee—Spring 2011
Campus Action Plan Committees on Two Institutional Guiding Principles—Spring 2011 

System Quality Teaching Committee—2010 

System Teacher Prep Diversity Committee, 2010-2013
System Professional Development Committee Member, 2009-2010
Facilitator/Participant, “Best Instructors” Faculty Development Committee, January 2010

Member, Campus Winter Professional Development Planning Campus Committee, 


December 2009-January 2010

Panel Member of “Graduate School Experience,” Baker College Human Service

Department Campus Conference, May 2009

Planning Committee Member, Baker College of Auburn Hills Summer Enrichment


Program, 2008-2009

Member, SELECT (Critical Thinking) Campus Committee, April 2008

Planning Committee Member, Baker College System Student Teacher Conference, 
2007-2008
Member, Recruiting and Retaining Diverse Faculty and Students Plan Writing

Committee, 2007-2008

System Social Science Committee, Quarterly Meetings, 2007-2008

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Quarterly Faculty In-Service (3 times yearly), Various Topics, Baker College of Auburn

Hills, 2005-2014

“Developing Emotional Intelligence,” Fred Pryor Seminars, Auburn Hills, MI, 

December 2013

“Prepare Training Foundation Course,” Crisis Prevention Institute, Auburn Hills, MI,


August 2013

“Management Skills for First Time Supervisors, National Seminars Training, Southfield,

MI, April 2013

“Quality Teaching and Learning Tier I, Tier II, and Tier III,” Baker College System

Academic Improvement Model for Effective Teaching and Learning, July 2012

“Exploring Humanitarian Law Summer Institute,” National Headquarters of the

American Red Cross, Washington, D. C., June 25-28, 2012

“Creating a Classroom for Learning,” Baker College Teacher Preparation Program, 


Jackson, MI, June 2012
“Exploring Humanitarian Law” Workshop, American Red Cross, Lansing, MI,
November 2011
“Blackboard Training,” Baker College System, 2009 to Present
“Curriculum Training,” Baker College System Training On-Line Session, 

December 2009

“Technical Assistance Workshop for Social Studies Standards for Teacher Prep 


Programs,” Michigan Department of Education, Lansing, MI, October 2009

“Houghton Mifflin Grant Writing Workshop,” Romulus, MI, April 2009

“Virtual Economics,” Council for Economic Education Professional Development 

On-Line Module, December 2009

“Curriculum Training,” Baker College System Training On-Line Session, 

December 2009

“College Supervisor Training,” Baker College System, November 2008

“Student Tracking System Training,” Baker College System, September 2008

“Office 2007 Training,” Baker College System, August 2008

“Exemplary Lessons for High School Economics,” Council for Economic Education

 Professional Development On-Line Module, December 2008

National Endowment for the Humanities Landmarks Workshop “Henry Ford and the

History of American Industry, Labor, and Culture” Participant, June 2006

Fellow, United States Institute of Peace Summer Institute for Secondary School Teachers

in Washington, D. C., August 2003

Foundation for Teaching Economics “Economic Forces in American History” Seminar


Participant, Las Vegas, NV, July 2003

Goethe Institut Inter Nationes Trans-Atlantic Outreach Travel Study Seminar in


Germany, June 2002, TOP Fellow (Transatlantic Outreach Program)

Gerald R. Ford Foundation Research Grant, 1996; Topic:  “Let the Words of My 


Mouth . . . Gerald Ford’s Presidential Speeches and Public Comments Designed


To Restore Confidence in Government”

Council for Basic Education’s Independent Study in the Humanities Fellow—Summer


1995; Topic:  “No Irish Need Apply”

Participant in Follow-Up Workshop for “Teaching Contemporary Germany,” Goethe-


Institut Houston, Houston, TX, January 31-February 1, 1997

Participant in Trainer-of-Trainers Workshop for “Germany Since Unification,” 


Lafayette, LA, June 1995

GREATER COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Reader and Author at the Lincoln Literarium III, Ruston, LA, May 3, 2025

Reader and Author at the Lincoln Literarium II, Ruston, LA, May 4, 2024

Speaker at Jonesville Lions’ Club, “Fifty Shades of Laughter,” Jonesville, LA, April 16, 
2024

Alexandria Historical and Genealogical Library and Museum Board of Directors

Member, Alexandria, Louisiana, 2024-
Meet and Greet Session for Rapides Parish Library Cenla Author of the Month,


Main Branch, Alexandria, Louisiana, September 18, 2023

Meet and Greet Session for Rapides Parish Library Cenla Author of the Month, 

Libuse Branch, September 7, 2023
Presenter at Cenla Authors Club, Writing Workshop (Poetry and Historical Fiction),


Alexandria, Louisiana, August 24, 2023

Speaker at Sons of Confederate Veterans, “Teaching Through Historical Fiction,” 

Summit, Mississippi, August 1, 2023

Speaker at Central Louisiana Genealogical Society at the Alexandria Historical and

 
Genealogical Library and Museum, “History with a Pinch of Genealogy in

Historical Fiction,” Alexandria, LA, July 9, 2023 

Speaker at Jonesville Lions’ Club Meeting, “Block High School as a 1967 Graduate,” 


Jonesville, LA, June 20, 2023
Reader at LSUA Reception for 2023 Verbatim Poets, Alexandria, LA, May 15, 2023

Reader and Author Q & A Participant at the Lincoln Literarium, Ruston, LA, May 6,

2023

Volunteer Judge for 2023 Louisiana Twelve Grade Student of the Year, Zone Level

Region 5, January 2023

Reader of Cajun Night Before Christmas, Petite Rouge Riding Hood, and Other

 Children’s Books at Local Schools Several Times a Year for Several Years
Classroom Visits as Guest Speaker for Teacher Prep Graduates for Several Years
Judge of First-Round Essays, United States Institute of Peace National High School

Essay Contest, February several years in a row
Facilitator, Social Studies/History Teacher Certification Exam Study Sessions
Volunteer Grant Writer/Consultant at Motor City Free Geek Organization, Royal Oak,
2014

Speech Judge at Business Professionals of America High School Conference, Baker


College of Auburn Hills, January 2014

Participant, Michigan Test for Teacher Certification Standard Setting Conference, 


Lansing, October 2013

Speech Judge at Business Professionals of America High School Conference, Baker


College of Auburn Hills, January 2012

Boulan Park Middle School Portfolio Day Judge—May 11, 2011

Michigan History Day Judge, Grand Valley State University, April 30, 2011

P. O. W. E. R.  (Presenting Opportunities Winning Effectual Results) Executive Board
Member of Michigan-Based Non-Profit Education Organization, 2010 to 2012
Volunteer at WASS Elementary School Math Night—January 27, 2011 
Member, Michigan Department of Education History Program Review Team for 


Aquinas College, February-March 2011

Member, Michigan Department of Education Social Studies Program Review Team for 

Albion College, February-March 2010

Organizer, Facilitator, and Speaker at United States Institute of Peace Two-Day


Conference, Baker College of Auburn Hills, June 2009

Speech Judge at Business Professionals of America High School Conference, Baker


College of Auburn Hills, January 2009

“Tea Party,” Presentation to Detroit Metropolitan Chapter of the Sons of the American


Revolution, Troy, MI, October 17, 2009

Committee Member, History Teacher Preparation Standards for Michigan Department of

Education, 2008
Middle School Language Arts/Writing Teacher, Baker College of Auburn Hills Summer


Enrichment Program for Pontiac Area Students, July 2008

Organizer/Facilitator, United States Institute of Peace Workshop, Baker College of 


Auburn Hills, May 2008

Grant Reviewer of the Teaching American History Grant, January 2008
Speech Judge at Business Professionals of America High School Conference, Baker


College of Auburn Hills, January 2008

Facilitator at the William Winter Principals’ Leadership Institute in Robinsonville,

MS, June 2002 (sponsored by the Foundation for the Mid South)

Moderator/Facilitator for the Avoyelles Parish Library System’s American Heritage

Series, “America’s Beginnings:  The Ideals of Freedom” and “Reporting War:

Courage in the Face of Adversity,” in Marksville, LA, November 2001

Facilitator at the William Winter Principals’ Leadership Institute in Robinsonville,


MS, March 2000 (sponsored by the Foundation for the Mid South)

Volunteer Judge for LSUA Tri-State Forensic Tournament, 1999

Committee Member, History Teacher Preparation Standards for Michigan Department of

Education, May/June/July/August 2008

Member of Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Visiting Committees to 


Plaquemine High School (1983), Maurepas High School (1984), Menard High


School (1985), and Belle Chasse High School (1985)
Facilitator at the National Middle School Association National Convention in New


Orleans, LA, November 1995
CURRICULUM/COURSE DEVELOPMENT

History 311 Faculty Guide Baker College Co-Reviser—Spring and Summer 2011

History 491A Re-Work of Baker College Faculty Guide—Spring 2011

History Courses Student Learning Outcomes System Revision Baker College System

Committee, 2009-2010

EDU 441—Classroom Management, Baker College System Committee, 2007

History 491A—History/Social Studies Seminar—Baker College Course—2007 

History 332—European History II—Baker College Course Developer—2006

Member of the 1998 Revision Committee for Turning Points for Louisiana:  A Blueprint

for Quality Middle Schools, Louisiana Middle School Association
Member of the Social Studies Model Lesson Plan Writing Team for the Louisiana


State Department of Education, Summer 1997

Member of the Louisiana State Department of Education Professional Development


Task Force, 1996-1997

Member of English/Language Arts Curriculum Review Team for the Louisiana 


Department of Education, 1982

AWARDS, MISCELLANEOUS
“Thomas S. Smith . . . A Structured Poet,” by Robert Bussey, in 318 CENTRAL.COM, a   

Digital Age E-Magazine, Vol. 8, Issue 3, November, 2025

Featured Writer, LA Anthology Podcast, Episode 646, October 3, 2025.

One of Featured Poets in Verbatim, a digital publication of LSUA, in celebration of


National Poetry Month, April 2025

Third Place in Spectral Sisters 10-Minute Play Contest (Alexandria, LA) with


Cajun Macbeth

One of Featured Poets in Verbatim, a digital publication of LSUA, in celebration of 


National Poetry Month, April 2024

Cenla Author of the Month (Rapides Parish Library), September, 2023

One of Featured Poets in Verbatim, a digital publication of LSUA, in celebration of 


National Poetry Month, April 2023

Outstanding Adjunct Faculty of Spring Quarter 2015, Baker College of Auburn Hills

Special Invitation Attendee, United States Institute of Peace Groundbreaking 

Ceremony, Washington, D. C., June 2008

Certified Faculty Practitioner, University of Phoenix, Metro Detroit Campuses, 


October 13, 2006

Rapides Foundation Award of Excellence for District Liaison Personnel, November 


2002

Louisiana College (Pineville, Louisiana) Outstanding High School Educator, 1988

Co-Chairman of Hessmer High School Southern Association of Colleges and Schools


Self-Study Committee, 1983
Louisiana State University Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa’s Outstanding Graduate


Education Student, 1979
DISTRICT/SCHOOL GRANTS FUNDED

Writer and Administrator, Rapides Foundation Education Initiative Grants, 1999—

$25,000 Yearly for Five Years for Riverside Elementary School:  Project

TIDE (Teachers’ In-service Developing Excellence)

During my tenure (April 2000—June 2004) as English/Social Studies Resource Teacher/Grants Coordinator in the Avoyelles Parish School Board Office, I wrote many grant applications.  The following is a partial list of competitive grants funded with awards rounded off. 

Co-Writer, Rapides Foundation Education Initiative Grant for Faculty Professional

Development, 2004--$175,000 for Initial Year for District 
Co-Writer, Louisiana Department of Education Enhancing Education Through

Technology Grant, 2004--$97,000 for District for School Technology

Writer, Louisiana Department of Education EETT Grant, 2003--$110,000 for


District for School Technology

Writer and Administrator, Louisiana Department of Education Stay in School Grant,

2003--$153,000 for District:  Project SIS (Stay in School)

Writer and Administrator, Louisiana Department of Education New Teacher Induction

Grant, 2001-2003—$15,000 for Initial Year, $10,000 for Second Year, and $8,000 for Third Year for District New Teacher Induction and Support:  

Project Keeper

Primary Writer Along with Architects, Louisiana Department of Education School

Renovation Grant, 2002--$2,000,000 for District

Primary Writer and Secondary Administrator, Louisiana Department of Education

Academic Learning Center Grant, 2001--$30,000 for Bunkie Middle School 
COLLEGE GRANTS FUNDED
One of Primary Writers, Baker College System Jewell Grant for Project PASS (Positive

Action for Student Success), MTTC Content Preparation, 2012--$20,000  

Primary Writer, Baker College System Jewell Grant for Project APPLE (Alumni
Participating in Professional Learning Experiences), Teacher Alumni Support,   2009--$12,794 
Co-Writer, Baker College System Jewell Grant for Grant-Writing Workshops for Auburn
             Hills Campus Students, Faculty, and Community, 2006--10,000  
*As noted in other items in this vitae, I have served as a grant proposal judge on the state (LA) level, a regional level (MS, LA, and AR), and the national level. 
